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I went to the window and read out loud the first   Waltner

German Peace Proposal.                                                  Castle,

When I had finished, he sat up and said :                     December

" How I wish I could believe that someone would   I2th' I9*6
have the wits to keep this door ajar/'

After the amazing fables purposely spread and foolishly
believed, that my husband's conduct of the first two
years of war was too slack ever to win it, it is instructive
to remember that it was under his Administration that
the Germans first prayed for Peace. General Ludendorff
confesses that by December, 1916, the Germans had lost
the war.

In Volume I of his War Memoirs he writes of the
situation at the end of 1916:

" We could not contemplate an offensive ourselves, Quoted from
having to keep our reserves available for defence. Vol. I of
There was no hope of a collapse of any of the Entente
Powers. If the war lasted, our defeat seemed
inevitable. Economically we were in a highly un-
favourable position for a war of exhaustion. At
home our strength was badly shaken. Questions of
the supply of food-stuffs caused great anxiety, and
so, too, did questions of ' moral.' We were not
undermining the spirits of the enemy populations
with starvation, blockades and propaganda. The
future looked dark, and our only comfort was to be
found in defying a superior enemy and that our line
was everywhere beyond our frontiers/*